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Table 1: West Nile Virus reports in the Western 
Hemisphere, since its introduction
Country First  report Evidence  in Isolation Antibodies

North  America

USA 1999 Humans X X

Horses X X

Birds X X

Mosquitoes X

Canada 2001 Humans X

Horses X

Birds X

Mosquitoes

Mexico 2002 Humans X X

Horses X X

Birds X X

Mosquitoes X

Central  America

Belize 2003 Horses X

Costa  Rica 2004 Horses X

El  Salvador 2003 Horses X

Guatemala 2003 Horses X

Nicaragua 2006 Humans X

Caribbean  Islands

Bahamas 2003 Humans X

Cuba 2003 Humans X

Horses X

Birds X

Guadeloupe 2002 Horses X

Birds X

Haiti 2004 Humans X

Cayman  Islands 2001 Humans X

Jamaica 2002 Birds X

Puerto  Rico 2004   Humans X

Birds X X

Mosquitoes X

Dominican 2002 Birds X

Trinidad  and  Tobago 2004 Horses X

Birds X

South  America

Argentina 2005 Humans X

Horses X X

Birds

Brazil 2009 Horses X

Birds X

Colombia 2004 Horses X

Venezuela 2004 Horses X

Birds X
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Spread theories over the continent
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Figure 1: New World Countries with West Nile Virus evidence 
until 2012 (grey areas). Few areas have not reported virus activity 
(Central America: Honduras and Panama; West Indies: Barbados 
and Grenada; South America: Bolivia, Ecuador, French Guinea, 
Guyana, Paraguay, Peru, Suriname and Uruguay

Table 2: Number of retrieved articles in PubMed 
database by country, using as keywords the name 
of each country crossed with West Nile Virus
Region Country Retrieved  

publications
Reviewed  

publications
Used  

publications

North  America Mexico 99 23 13

Central  
America

Belize 1 1 1

Costa  Rica 1 1 1

El  Salvador 2 1 1

Guatemala 5 1 1

Nicaragua 1 1 1

Caribbean  
Islands

Bahamas 1 1 1

Cuba 7 2 2

Guadeloupe 6 4 1

Haiti 1 1 1

Cayman  
Islands

27 1 1

Jamaica 4 1 1

Puerto  Rico 20 10 3

Dominican  
Republic

5 2 2

Trinidad  and  
Tobago

5 2 2

South  America Argentina 10 2 2

Brazil 29 4 3

Colombia 12 4 2

Venezuela 7 1 1

Total 19  countries 243 63 40
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